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SUBJECT: SPANISH EASTERN EUROPEAN COM CONFERENCE 

1. DISCUSSING WITH US THE CONEERENCE DECEMBER 13-14 IN 
MADRID OF SPAIN'S AMBASSADORS IN EASTERN EUROPE, THE 
EOREIGN MINISTRY'S CHILE EOR THE REGION (PEREZ GOMEZ) 

DOWNPLAYED ITS SIGNIFICANCE, CALLING IT SIMPLY AN 
OCCASION FOR CONSIDERING IN A COHESIVE WAY WHERE MATTERS 
STOOD APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR ALTER THE ESTABLISHMENT 
(OR RE-ESTABLISHMENT) OE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THOSE 
COUNTRIES. 

2. OVER ALT., HE SAID, SPAIN WAS MOVING TO BRING ITS 
RELATIONS WITH THE AREA UP TO A MORE NORMAL CONDITION. 

TRADE WAS EAR BELOW WHAT IT COULD OR EVEN SHOULD BE, 

AND THERE WERE CONSIDERABLE PROSPECTS. EURTHERMORE, HE 
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WENT ON, THIS PERIOD OF RENEWED OPPORTUNITY FOR TRADE 
WITH THE EAST COINCIDED WITH RISING PROTECTIONIST 
TENDENCIES AND MEASURES IN SEVERAL WESTERN COUNTRIES, 

AND THE RESULT WAS AN INCREASE, EANNED TO A DEGREE BY 
DEMAGOGY, OE EEELING WITHIN SPAIN THAT SOLUTIONS, OR AT 
LEAST HUGELY INTERESTING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, LAY TO 
THE EAST. (WHILE NOT SPARING THE US IN THIS RUN-DOWN, 
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PEREZ SPECIEICALLY CITED THE EC AS THE PRINCIPAL CULPRIT 
IN RAISING ECONOMIC BARRIERS ONCE THE POLITICAL ONES 
HAD COME DOWN.) 

3. ON THE POLITICAL SIDE, SAID PEREZ, SPAIN WAS IN NO 

DOUBT ABOUT ITS IDENTITY AS A WESTERN COUNTRY, GEOGRAPHIC 
CALLY, CULTURALLY, AND POLITICALLY (IN HAVING OPTED EOR 
A MULTI-PARTY DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM). THUS THERE COULD BE NO 
QUESTION OE SPAIN'S BECOMING A KIND OE CUBA OE EUROPE. 

ON THE OTHER HAND, HE CONTINUED, THE COUNTRY STILL HAD 
TO DECIDE ABOUT ITS EUTURE SECURITY RELATIONSHIP IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES. IF THE COUNTRY 
CHOSE TO ENTER NATO, THAT WOULD IMPACT ON SPAIN'S 
RELATIONS WITH THE EAST IN CERTAIN WAYS; IF THE CHOICE 
WERE SOME KIND OE NEUTRALITY, PEREZ SAID, HE IMAGINED 
A POSITION SIMILAR TO SWEDEN'S WOULD BE THE LIKELY 
RESULT. 

4. PEREZ. CONEIRMED A NEWS STORY TO THE EFEECT THAT ALL 
THE AMBASSADORS HAD REPORTED POSSIBLE ENTRY INTO NATO 
AS THE TOPIC THEY HEARD MOST ABOUT. THE SOVIETS HAD 
BEEN EOREMOST IN THIS REGARD, HE SAID, UNTIL THE SPANISH 
HAD CUT THEM OEE WITH A FIRM REMINDER THAT THE MATTER 
WAS STRICTLY EOR INTERNAL DECISION. STABLER 
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